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The Benefits of Copyright Registration

Registration of your copyright with the Copyright Office (www.copyright.gov) creates a public record of the facts and circumstances pertaining to it. While registration is not necessary for copyright protection, it is necessary for other reasons.

Why You Should Register

You must register copyright in you work if you want to file an infringement suit in court. In addition, if you register, the Copyright Act gives you the following advantages:

· If registration is made before or within five years of publication, registration establishes prima facie evidence in court of the validity of the copyright and of the facts stated in the registration certificate.

· If registration is made within three months after publication of the work or before an infringement of the work, you may receive statutory damages and awards of attorney’s fees in court actions. Otherwise, only an award of actual damages and profits is available to the copyright owner. As a practical matter, it is often very difficult to prove actual damages; thus statutory damages and attorney fees are a valuable benefit of registration.

· The copyright owner can record the registration with the U.S. Customs Service for protection against the importation of infringing copies.

Contrary to popular belief, the Copyright Office ordinarily does not compare copyright registration forms with existing deposit copies or registration records to determine whether works submitted for registration are similar to any material for which a registration of a copyright claim already exists. Therefore, the records of the Copyright Office may contain any number of registrations for works describing or illustrating the same underlying idea, method, or system.

When You Should Register

The question of when in the creative process a person should register the copyright is a good one, and one that does not necessarily have a precise answer. The “lawyerly answer” is based on the benefits of timely registration defined in the Copyright Act: you should register before your work is infringed and within three months of publication. This advice, of course, is not exactly helpful because you certainly cannot predict when your work might be infringed, and some work is never “published.” Accordingly, I recommend the following guidelines:

· Register your manuscript once it is completed (even if unedited)

· Register writings (even if only a few chapters) that you are submitting regularly to agents and publishers, posting on the Internet, or performing

· Update your registration after a substantive change to your work

· Register the final product

· Register within three months of publication

Give Up the Mail-it-to-yourself Myth!

I am sure you have heard of it. Virtually every writer has. And maybe you are among the considerable number of writers and industry professionals who not only believe the Poor Man’s Copyright myth but also repeat it as if it were the law. This is the most pervasive and destructive myth in the publishing industry. The Poor Man’s Copyright, also known as the Mail Myth, is the mistaken belief that a copyright is created or somehow protected when you send a copy of it to yourself in the mail. 

If you learn nothing else from this e-Report, you must learn this: the mail-yourself-the-manuscript-and-then-you’ll-be-protected belief is a myth. It is simply not true, and I do not want anyone who reads these words to perpetuate this myth for one more moment. Rest assured, the only thing you will prove when you mail your work to yourself is that the post office is still in the business of delivering mail.

See the FAQs at www.copyright.gov for more information.

Want more information? …

Try our legal reference guides for writers! 
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Legal Write Publications are indispensable writing tools for every writer because they help you to understand the legal intricacies involved in the business of writing. 

What Self-Publishing guru Dan Poynter, author of The Self-Publishing Manual, says …

Literary Law Guide for Authors is "[a] timely, well-written, and authoritative layperson's guide to understanding complicated legal concepts . . . . You cannot be a successful author and publisher without effectively traversing the law as it relates to the publishing industry. The Literary Law Guide is your indispensable road map. Happy travels!"

"Copyright Companion for Writers is a well-written, essential guide for those who are serious about understanding their rights and avoiding the legal pitfalls of writing and publishing in the twenty-first century."

“Contracts Companion for Writers is an amazingly comprehensive, easy-to-understand examination of the contracts most important to writers…. don't wait until after you've signed on the dotted line to read it and don't rely just on your agent or attorney to tell you what you need to know. As the cover suggests, put down the pen and open up this book first. You'll be glad you did!” 

Ordering Information

We provide a variety of e-Books, printed publications and FREE e-Reports, as well as live and virtual seminars, and a monthly newsletter to keep you informed about copyright and other legal issues affecting writers and other creative people. Information about these and other resources is available at www.legalwritepublications.com.

We strive to meet your needs and exceed your expectations so send your comments and questions to us at info@legalwritepublications.com! 

About Legal Write Publications

We provide comprehensive yet easy-to-understand legal reference guides and other valuable legal resources for writers. Each publication is written by an experienced literary law and intellectual property attorney, and designed with the writer in mind. We listen to the writer's most pressing questions and publish reference guides that provide the answers, as well as all of the essential legal information that writers need to understand, protect, and maximize the value of their intellectual property rights.

Stay connected with us at our Web site, and via our newsletter and various social networking outlets, including Twitter (legalwritepub).
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